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ABSTRACT : Planting of gladiolus is traditionally performed by manual labour which is very
arduous. Till date no planter has been developed for mechanizing this permeation. With this aim,
a prototype gladiolus planter was developed with cell in belt types metering unit, the performance
of the metering unit was evaluated in –situ condition with three; levels of forward speed (1, 1.5 and
2 km/h) and three levels of nominal corm spacing (15, 20 and 25 cm). The test result indicated that
the metering unit was able to deliver the some at sensors spacing but with an overall deviation of
15.08 per cent. The co-efficient of uniformity was found higher for 2km/h speed and 25 cm corm to
deviation of 15.8 per cent. The co-efficient of uniformity was of und higher for 2km/h speed and 25
cm corm to corm spacing, the miss index was found less for wider spacing and higher speed of
operation. Similarly, the quality feed index was found higher for wider nominal spacing and higher
for wider nominal spacing and higher forward speed, however, the multiple index was found zero
for all the treatment combinations. The overall performance was found better for 2 km/h forward
speed.
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